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Preparing for Choices into & through the Senior Phase



SCQF Framework

What is SCQF?

• A framework to recognise lifelong learning.

• Can help you to understand and compare a range of qualifications.

• Covers achievements from school, youth clubs, college, university and 
the workplace.

• Shows that qualifications have the same worth wherever 

they have been achieved.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ucA6q5zEkdk&feature=youtu.be


Why do I need to know about SCQF?

• This information will appear on your son’s or daughter’s SQA certificate 
• The certificate will refer to SCQF levels

• The certificate will recognise your son’s or daughter’s SCQF credits

• 1 credit = 10 hours of study, 

so the 240 hours of learning for a Higher is 24 credits.

• Recognises wider achievement

• Helps employers understand different types of qualifications

• Helps universities/colleges identify the level your child has studies at in 
a particular subject.





S4 Curriculum (Current S3)

Making choices

• Senior Phase years as a whole

• Progression on from subjects studied in S3.

• Compulsory subjects. 



Levels of Study

• All subjects are offered as either ‘long’ or ‘short’ courses. 

• Teachers will make recommendations as to which option (long 
or short) would be best for individual students.

• Increase choice; increase attainment



S4 timetables

• All S4 students should have a full timetable, meaning there are no 
independent study periods. 

• If a student stopped studying a subject at the end of S2, they should be 
able to pick this up again in S4, but this will need to be as either a level 4 
course or a long National 5 course (the short National 5 option wouldn’t be 
available). 

• Once enrolled in a course, students are not permitted to ‘drop’ the course 
or level of study (such as level 5 to level 4) without written approval from 
the Depute Rector Year Head.



Recommendations

Recommendation What this means

Level 5 – Long or Short

You are likely to achieve an A-D course award or a pass at a NPA if you study this 

course as a long or a short course. The decision as to which length of course to 

study is up to you.

Level 5 - Long

You are likely to achieve an A-D course award or a pass at a NPA if you study this 

course as a long course, but not as a short course. If you are choosing this subject, 

we recommend that you do so as a long course.

Level 4

You are unlikely to achieve an A-D course award or a pass at a NPA if you are 

studying this subject as either a long or a short level 5 course this year. We 

recommend that you study at level 4 this year, with the option to study at level 5 

next year.

S3 students moving into S4 will receive level-of-study Recommendations from teachers:





Questions?


